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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify factors
influencing the selection and arrangement of
news on electronic news websites. It explores
the nature of published news, methods of
presentation, and whether internal or external
pressures affect gatekeepers in choosing
specific content. The research is descriptive
and employed the media survey method. The
main tool was a questionnaire, and the field
sample included all media professionals at the
selected websites (Al-Sabah, Al-Zaman, and
Tariq Al-Shaab), totaling 94 respondents.

Findings revealed several key points. Most
notably, respondents indicated that alignment
with the editorial policy is a major criterion
for selecting and publishing news. The study
also showed that the editor-in-chief plays the
primary role in setting the news agenda and
determining  priorities.  These findings
underscore the influence of editorial policy
and newsroom hierarchy in shaping digital
journalism content in Iraqg.
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