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ABSTRACT

This study explores persuasive appeals in
American electoral debates, analyzing how
political discourse shapes voter perceptions
and guides decisions. Historically, U.S.
debates have influenced public opinion,
serving as a vital tool for swaying undecided
voters by highlighting candidates’ strengths
and weaknesses. The success of these appeals
depends on strategic timing, the choice
between rational or emotional approaches,
candidate credibility, and aligning with
audience psychological expectations. Through
content analysis, the research compares
persuasive strategies used by U.S. presidential
candidates, focusing on key issues raised in
debates. Results show that domestic affairs,
such as the economy, democracy, and
individual freedoms, were the most discussed
topics. Candidates utilized rational,
emotional, and ethical appeals to varying
degrees, employing diverse strategies within
political discourse to effectively persuade and
influence voters..
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