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ABSTRACT

This study examined the role of sports
programs in enhancing national identity
among the Iragi audience. The study
population consisted of sports viewers in
Baghdad Governorate, with a sample of 600
respondents selected according to the
geographical distribution of the latest
statistics issued by the Ministry of Planning.
The research adopted a descriptive approach
using the survey method, and a questionnaire
was employed as the main data collection tool
to achieve the research objectives. The
findings indicated that sports programs play a
significant role in informing audiences about
national sports achievements, which are
strongly associated with feelings of national
belonging. The results also revealed a high
capacity of sports programs to enhance
national identity, reflecting their focus on
national issues. Al Rabiaa Sports Channel
ranked first in this role. Moreover, program
content mattered.
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