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ABSTRACT

This study explores the role of social media
in shaping the attitudes of the academic elite
toward the Iraqi Parliament speakership
crisis. The importance of this research stems
from the political significance of the crisis,
marking a critical turning point in Iraq’s
parliamentary landscape. The study adopts a
survey-based methodology and relies on a
purposive sample of 365 academics from
public universities. A questionnaire was the
primary tool used for data collection and
analysis. The findings reveal a strong reliance
on Facebook among the academic elite for
accessing news and information. Sharing
news and videos emerged as the most common
forms of engagement regarding the crisis. The
study also highlights the elite’s
acknowledgment of the rapid spread of
rumors via social media and its impact on
public perception and discourse.
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