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ABSTRACT

This study examines constraints affecting
visual output quality and the alignment of Iraqi
electronic newspapers with global design trends
and user interface standards. The research
addresses the creative and technical gaps among
73 designers and layout editors, characterized by
skill disparities, reliance on traditional software,
and institutional pressures. Employing a
descriptive media survey method, the findings
identify 'updating design practices™ as the
primary creative challenge (46.58%), alongside a
100% dependency on Adobe Photoshop. Chi-
square (\chi™2) analysis demonstrates that
ownership patterns significantly impact creative
autonomy, with governmental and partisan
affiliations imposing organizational constraints
that relegate designers to mere technical
executors. Consequently, the study emphasizes the
urgent need to restructure institutional
frameworks to foster digital visual innovation and
bridge the prevailing technological gap in the
Iraqi digital press.
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