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ABSTRACT

This study examines the Iraqi public’s
reliance on digital journalism for drug
danger awareness and its effects. Belonging to
descriptive research, it used a field survey
with a questionnaire distributed to a sample
of 450 respondents across Iragi governorates.
Results showed a medium level of reliance on
digital journalism (weighted mean: 2.89).
Conversely, reliance motives and trust in
digital content scored high (mean: 2.31),
driven by immediacy and speed. Cognitive,
affective, and behavioral effects all leveled off

at medium rates. Specifically, identifying
newly emerged toxins was cognitively
prominent; developing community

responsibility stood out affectively; and
offering advice was behaviorally evident.
Respondents also consciously criticized the
superficiality of some coverages, deficient
reassurance messages, and issues regarding
treatment confidentiality.
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