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ABSTRACT

The study aims to examine digital memes as a
visual extension of satirical cartoon art, focusing
on their role as symbolic tools in shaping public
opinion and constructing a culture that seeks to
marginalize individuals or entities within digital
society. The study analyzes memes across three
levels—structural, semantic, and pragmatic—
using a semiotic analytical approach based on the
perspectives of Roland Barthes. The sample
consists of nine digital memes circulated on
Facebook, selected purposively from highly
interactive public spaces based on criteria of
circulation, interaction, and relevance to the
study topic. Research Findings: Digital memes
rely on visual communication mechanisms such
as reduction, distortion, and repetition; digital
memes contribute to shaping public opinion by
producing satirical discourse that reshapes
collective perception and influences the social
standing of individuals and institutions within the
digital sphere.
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