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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine the role of digital
news websites in shaping students’ cognitive
awareness, identifying their usage frequency,
motives, and the resulting cognitive, affective, and
behavioral impacts. Belonging to descriptive
research, the study utilized the media survey
method, administering a questionnaire to a
stratified random sample of 400 male and female
students at the University of Baghdad. Findings
revealed that the respondents' overall exposure to
digital news websites was moderate, with the
"moderately follow' category ranking first at
40.5% (162 respondents). Furthermore, affective
impacts recorded a high level, achieving an
overall mean of 2.55 and a relative weight of 85%.
The study concludes that digital news websites
play a pivotal, highly significant role in shaping
students' knowledge, directing their emotions,
and influencing their behaviors toward
contemporary societal issues.
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